To: The Catholic Herald Magazine

From: Office of the Bishop
Re: Official Column for Catholic Herald (September/October Issue)
Date: July 10, 2026

“Official”

Bishop Jaime Soto ordained the following men to the Permanent Diaconate on June 27, 2026:
Decn. Ramon Arguelles

Dcn. Arturo Arroyo

Dcn. Antonio Gomez

Decn. Luis Miguel Gonzalez

Dcn. Clifford Lubin

Dcn. Ryan Mahoney

Dcn. Juan Santana

Dcn. Jason Ramos Solano

Dcn. Hector Velasco

Bishop Jaime Soto, in consultation with the Priests’ Personnel Board has made the following canonical
appointments: ‘

PRIESTS
Effective July 1, 2026

Rev. Salvador B. Bringas, previously Pastor at St. Dominic Parish, Colfax, has been appointed Parochial
Vicar of St. Joseph Parish, Auburn and St. Teresa of Avila Parish, Auburn.

Rev. Perlito De La Cruz, previously Pastor of St. Anthony Parish, Winters, has been appointed Pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish, Anderson

Rev. Michael J. Estaris, previously Parochial Vicar of St. Joseph Parish, Auburn and St. Teresa of Avila
Parish, Auburn, has been appointed to provide Pastoral Care at Calvary Cemetery and Funeral Center, Citrus
Heights.

Rev. Eric B. Flores, while remaining Pastor of Divine Mercy Parish, Sacramento, has been appointed Priest-
in-Charge pro-fem of St. Joseph Parish, Sacramento



To: The Catholic Herald Magazine

From: Office of the Bishop
Re: Official Column for Catholic Herald (September/October Issue)
Date: July 10,2026

Rev. Edgardo J. Gareia, previously Parochial Administrator of St. Anthony Parish, Walnut Grove, and St.
Therese Parish, Isleton, has been appointed Pastor of St. Rose Parish, Sacramento.

Rev. Hernando Gomez-Amaya, previously Pastor of St. Patrick Parish, Placerville, has been appointed
Pastor of St. Paul Parish, Sacramento.

Rev. Nelson L. Gutierrez-Perez, previously Parochial Vicar of St. Rose of Lima Parish, Roseville, has been
appointed Parochial Administrator of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Burney.

Rev. Jibin Jose, C.M.I., previously Parochial Vicar of St. John the Baptist Parish, Folsom, has been
appointed Parochial Vicar of Holy Spirit Parish, Fairfield.

Rev. Vincent R. Juan, previously Pastor of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, Truckee, has
been appointed Pastor of Our Lady of Snows Parish, Lake Almanor.

Rev. Lawrence M. Kithinji, previously Parochial Administrator of St. Anne Parish, Sacramento, has been
appointed Parochial Administrator of St. Dominic Parish, Colfax.

Rev. Davis Koottala Joseph, previously Parochial Vicar of Good Shephard Parish, Elk Grove, has been
appointed Parochial Administrator of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, Truckee.

Rev. Edgar Yair Lozano, previously Parochial Vicar at St. Basil Parish, Vallejo, has been appointed
Parochial Vicar at St. Vincent Ferrer Parish, Vallejo.

Rev. Dante A. Lumabas, S.S.P., previously Parochial Vicar at Holy Spirit Parish, Fairfield, has been
appointed Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, Carmichael.

Rev. Joyle T. Martinez, previously Pastor of St. Paul Parish, Sacramento, has been appointed Pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish, Gridley.

Rev. I. Fernando Meza, previously Parochial Administrator of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Burney, has been
appointed Parochial Administrator of St. Anne Parish, Sacramento.

Rev. Brik A. Pereira, previously Parochial Vicar of St. James Parish, Davis, has been appointed Parochial
Administrator at Sacred Heart Parish, Susanville.

Rev. Alvaro D. Perez, P.E.S., while remaining Pastor of St. Lawrence Parish, North Highlands, has been
appointed Priest-in-Charge pro-tem of Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, Carmichael.

Rev. Chandra S. Potnuru, M.S.F.S., previously In-Residence at Holy Cross Parish, West Sacramento, has
been appointed Parochial Vicar of St. John the Baptist Parish, Folsom.

Rev. Roland B. Ramirez, previously Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Gridley, has been appointed Pastor of St.
Christopher Parish, Galt, and St. Anthony Parish, Walnut Grove.
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Rev. Mervin P. Concepcion, while remaining Pastor at St. Joseph Parish in Rio Vista, has been appointed
Pastor of St. Theresa Parish, Isleton.

Rev. Mathew Rappu, previously Pastor of Our Lady of Grace Parish, West Sacramento, has been appointed
Priest-in-Charge pro-fem of the same.

Rev. Juan Ignacio Sandoval, previously Parochial Vicar of Holy Spirit Parish, Fairfield, has been appointed
Parochial Vicar of St. Rose of Lima Parish Roseville.

Rev. Joshua V. Sia, previously Pastor of Our Lady of Snows Parish, Lake Almanor, has been appointed
Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Redding.

Rev. Eduino T. Silveira, previously Pastor of Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, Carmichael, has been
appointed Pastor of St. Patrick Parish, Placerville.

Rev. Carlo Paul G. Tejano, previously on a sabbatical leave, has been appointed Pastor of St. Anthony
Parish, Winters.

Bishop Jaime Soto, has made the following canonical appeintments:
Effective June 1, 2026

Rev. Antonio Gutierrez, F.M, while remaining Pastor of St. John Vianney Parish, Rancho Cordova, has
been appointed to the Presbyteral Council as a representative of the American River Deanery constituency.

Rev. Sylvester Kwiatkowski, while remaining Pastor of St. Maria Goretti Parish, Elk Grove, has been
appointed to the Presbyteral Council as a representative of the Southern Suburbs Deanery constituency.

Rev. Edgar Y. Lozano, while remaining Parochial Vicar of St. Vincent Ferrer Parish, Vallejo, has been
appointed to the Presbyteral Council as a representative of the Solano Deanery constituency.

Rev. Julito Orpilla, while remaining Pastor at St. Joseph Parish, Elk Grove, has been appointed Priest-in-
Charge pro-tem of St. Rose Parish, Sacramento.

Effective June 23, 2026

Rev. Jesus Hernandez-Gonzalez, JCL, while remaining Judge at the Tribunal in the Diocese of Sacramento,
has been appointed Priest-in-Charge pro-fem of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Sacramento.

Effective July 1, 2026

Rev. Paolo Dorrego, P.E.S., previously Parochial Administrator of Holy Family Parish, Citrus Heights, has
been appointed Pastor of the same.
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Rev. Jesus Hernandez-Gonzalez, JCL, has been appointed to office of Judge of the Tribunal for the Diocese
of Sacramento.

Rev. Kim Rong Hoang, SDS, having been presented by his Superior, has been appointed Pastor of Divine
Savior Parish, Orangevale.

Rev. Nicholaus Nkoronko, SDS, having been presented by his Superior, has been appointed Parochial Vicar
of Divine Savior Parish, Orangevale.

Rev. Antonio Racela, while remaining Pastor of St. James Parish, Davis, has been appointed Priest-in-
Charge pro-tem of St. Paul Parish, Knights Landing.

Effective July 7, 2026

Rev. Julito Orpilla, while remaining Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Elk Grove, has been appointed Priest-in-
Charge pro-tem of Good Shepherd Parish, Elk Grove.

Rev. Bibin Zacharia, previously Parochial Vicar at St. Joseph Parish, Elk Grove, has been appointed
Parochial Vicar pro-tem of Good Shepherd Parish, Elk Grove.

The following notice is also given:

Effective May 28, 2026

Rev. Jose J. Beltran, previously Pastor of St. Rose Parish, Sacramento, has been granted a leave of absence.
Effective May 31, 2025

Rev. Patric Nikolas, SDS, previously Parochial Vicar of Divine Savior Parish, Orangevale, has left the
diocese.

Rev. Octavio Trejo-Flores, SDS, previously Parochial Administrator of Divine Savior Parish, Orangevale,
has left the diocese

Effective July 1, 2026
Rev. Dominic Delay, OP, previously Parochial Vicar at St. Dominic Parish, Benicia, has left the diocese.

Rev. Raj R. Derivera, previously Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Anderson, has been assigned to graduate
studies in canon law at the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C.

Rev. Marcel Emeh, SDS, previously Parochial Vicar at St. Vincent Ferrer Parish, Vallejo, has left the
diocese.
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Rev. Manuel A. Rodriguez, previously Parochial Administrator of Sacred Heart Parish, Susanville, has been
granted a leave of absence.

DEACONS
Effective June 1, 2026

Den. David Campbell, permanent Deacon of Our Lady of Grace Parish, West Sacramento, has been granted
permission to retire.

Effective July 1, 2026

Dcn. Ramon Arguelles, ordained to the diaconate on June 27, 2026, has been appointed Permanent Deacon
to St. Vincent Ferrer Parish, Vallgjo.

Decn. Arturo Arroyo, ordained to the diaconate on June 27, 2026, has been appointed Permanent Deacon to
St. Robert Parish, Sacramento.

Dcn. Gilberto Coss, previously Permanent Deacon of St. Rose Parish, Sacramento, has been appointed
Permanent Deacon of St. Christopher Parish, Galt.

Decn. Antonio Gomez, ordained to the diaconate on June 27, 2026, has been appointed Permanent Deacon to
St. Dominic Parish, Benicia.

Den. Luis Miguel Gonzalez, ordained to the diaconate on June 27, 2026, has been appointed Permanent
Deacon to Holy Trinity Parish, El Dorado Hills.

Den. Clifford Lubin, ordained to the diaconate on June 27, 2026, has been appointed Permanent Deacon at
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, Fairfield

Decn. Ryan Mahoney, ordained to the diaconate on June 27, 2026, has been appointed Permanent Deacon at
St. Joseph Parish, Rio Vista.

Den. Jose G. Martin, previously Permanent Deacon at St. Anthony Parish, Walnut Grove, has been
appointed Permanent Deacon of St. Christopher Parish, Galt.

Dcn. Daniel Rangel, while continuing ministry to the Migrant Camp in Davis, has been appointed
Permanent Deacon of St. Philomene Parish, Sacramento.

Den. Juan Santana, ordained to the diaconate on June 27, 2026, has been appointed Permanent Deacon at
Holy Rosary Parish, Woodland. "

Den. Jason Ramos Solane, ordained to the diaconate on June 27, 2026, has been appointed Permanent
Deacon at Our Lady of Grace Parish, West Sacramento
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Decn. Hector Velasco, ordained to the diaconate on June 27, 2026, has been appointed Permanent Deacon at
St. Joseph Parish, Marysville.

Effective July 16, 2026

Den. Greg McAvoy-Jensen, previously Permanent Deacon at St. Joseph Parish, Elk Grove and Associate
Director of Deacon Formation, has been granted a Leave of Absence.

In Memoriam
Rev. Brendan McKeefry entered eternal life on June 22, 2026, at the age of 82. Father McKeefry was

ordained to Priesthood on June 18, 1967 and served the Diocese of Sacramento for 47 years.

Dcn. Pedro Manriquez, entered eternal life on May 5, 2026. Deacon Manriquez served the Diocese of

Sacramento for over 36 years.
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Chantal LeFevf’i‘e
Vice-Chancellor




