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Week 1: International Restorative Justice Month — Overview

It's been pointed out by legal scholars, sociologists and religious leaders
that our criminal justice system is grounded in retribution. Those convicted
of crimes — especially violent acts — are to be locked away and punished
by the government. Besides cooperating with the police and testifying in
court, victims play no further role in the adversarial process. And
rehabilitating offenders, at best, is an afterthought for the two million men
and women incarcerated in the United States today.

Starting with their 2000 pastoral letter "Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and
Restoration: A Catholic Perspective on Crime and Criminal Justice,” U.S.
bishops have advocated for a more humane approach called “Restorative
Justice” to repair the harm caused by criminal behavior to the extent
possible. The growing social justice movement encourages victims,
offenders and their impacted communities to fully participate in the healing
process through victim/offender dialogue, restitution, victim and ex-
offender assistance, sentencing circles and community service.

Crime is viewed as an offense against human relationships, so the focus is
on healing. By participating in victim-centered programs, offenders see
firsthand the impact of their crimes.

Restorative justice is about addressing the rights and needs of everyone
impacted by crime in a balanced way — victims, offenders, and the
community.

To learn more about restorative justice from a Catholic perspective, please
visit www.RestoreJustice.com.

www.restorejustice.com.
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Week 1 and 2: International Restorative Justice Month — Victim

The tragedy of violent crime has struck twice in her close-knit Latino family.
Youngest brother Gustavo, 22, was killed when a fight broke out during his
birthday celebration April 22,1990. An older brother Roberto, 35, was killed
Nov. 19, 2000, in a drive-by shooting.

‘It destroys the whole family,” said Rita Chairez. “It’s still very painful to even
think about. The pain never really goes away.” Her mother, Maria —
practicing restorative justice before it even had a name — has helped,
though. ‘I remember her saying, 1 don't know if | can go on’ when Roberto
was killed,” Rita recalled. “But her faith was like: ‘| believe in God, and | believe
that if | forgive the people who killed my sons, they're going to rest in
peace.”

Rita struggled with her own efforts at forgiveness, especially when she heard
about another senseless act of violence on the local news. Yet she believed
in the faith-based process. ‘I think that's the only way you can restore @
relationship by working it out and having people be accountable for what
they've done,” Rita said. ‘It had to be a whole circle, with the perpetrator, the
justice system and the victim in the middle. | believe that when you have
everybody involved, that’'s when restorative justice happens.” RIP Rita
Chairez, cherished and loved by so many.

To learn more about restorative justice from a Catholic perspective, please
visit www. RestoreJustice.com

Week 2: International Restorative Justice Month — Offender

Growing up in Los Angeles, Joe Aleman joined a gang to survive on the
mean streets of South-Central. His gangbanging morphed into more serous
crime, until he was arrested and convicted for the capital offence of
murder/robbery.

While serving nearly 14 years in prison, he participated in Alcoholics
Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous groups but never felt they were really
‘honing in” on the root of his problems. Then he became a founding member
Criminal and Gang Members Anonymous, which practiced restorative
justice.
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When Joe got out of prison a few years ago, he started doing outreach to other
gang members along with motivational speaking. It was at a speaking
engagement at a PTA meeting in El Monte that he took full responsibility for his
destructive lifestyle. “It was pretty much like walking into a room nude and exposing
all your vulnerabilities — telling everybody | lied, | cheated, and then just standing
there and accepting everything thrown at me,” recalled the 39-year-old man. “‘But
taking responsibility for my past activities restored justice within myself.”

After the meeting, Joe got together with the parents of a friend he'd helped recruit
into a gang, and who later became a drug pusher and was killed. The father shook
his hand. I was in tears,” Joe confides. “So, for me ‘restorative justice’ means hope
for both the victim and offender. Everybody’s hoping for forgiveness and for a
future.”

To learn more about restorative justice from a Catholic perspective, please visit
www.RestoreJustice.com.

Week 3: International Restorative Justice Month — Chaplain

Deacon Clyde Davis, 71, has been helping prisoners find restorative justice when he
was a chaplain at the California Correctional Institute in Tehachapi.

‘What restorative justice means to me is trying to make things right,” he points out.
‘There’s obviously been a wrong committed. People have been offended. There’s
been victims and perpetrators. So it's trying to put things back together. And it
takes both sides. “There’'s going to have to be a change of heart by the individual
or people who committed the crime. And there must be a change of heart also by
the victims. They're going to have to come to an ability to forgive. And that's not
easy.”

Deacon Davis says there is no one “‘cookie-cutter” approach that changes men
and women locked up. But he’'s convinced that restorauve jusuce fosters personal
transformation. Moreover, it restores dignity and a sense of self-worth to the
incarcerated, helping them feel whole again. “One of the main things we preach
here is that ‘God loves you guys as much as anybody else in the whole world,” he
says. ‘In no way am I'm trying to minimize what they've done. But no matter what
they've done, God still loves them.”

To learn more about restorative justice from a Catholic perspective, please visit
www. RestoreJustice.com.

www.restorejustice.com.
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Week 4: International Restorative Justice Month — Criminal Justice
Worker

For nearly half of Suzanne Neuhaus’ 21 years working for the California
Department of Corrections & Rehabilitation, she has worked as a
correctional counselor, a field parole agent, and a delinquency prevention
specialist. For the balance, she’'s worked in victim services. During much of
her criminal justice career, she has tried to bring a sense of restorative
justice to both victim and offender.

‘Restorative justice is a lens through which to look at crime and violence,
and who is impacted by it,” she explains. ‘It is an approach that creates
opportunities for healing for everyone impacted by crime and violence in @
balanced way — and in a way that brings human beings back into right
relationship with one another and the community.”

Healing lives in the aftermath of crime is no easy feat for either victim or
offender, according to Neuhaus, and is certainly not the focus of our current
system of justice, which is based on punishment and retribution.
Nonetheless, she has witnessed firsthand the healing results of restorative
justice when it does take place. “In victim-centered offender programs, you
see changes in attitudes, values and beliefs which have cultivated criminal
activity,” she reports. “And you see tremendous satisfaction in both parties.
I've seen it, even in crimes of severe violence including homicide. Restorative
justice works.”

To learn more about restorative justice from a Catholic perspective, please
visit www.RestoreJustice.com.

www.restorejustice.com.
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Articulos para el boletin parroquial:
Tra SEMANA: Mes Internacional de la Justicia Restitutiva — Perspectiva
General

Los eruditos legales, socidlogos y lideres religiosos han sefalado que
nuestro sistema de justicia penal estd cimentado en la pena merecida. Las
personas halladas culpables de cometer delitos — especialmente los actos
violentos — han de ser encarcelados y castigadas por el gobierno. Ademas
de cooperar con la policia y atestiguar en un tribunal, las victimas no
desempenan otro papel en el proceso adversativo. Y el rehabilitar a los
transgresores, en el mejor de los casos, es una idea posterior para los dos
millones de hombres y mujeres encarcelados en los Estados Unidos
actualmente.

Empezando con su carta pastoral del 2000, “‘Responsabilidad,
Rehabilitacion, y Restitucion: La perspectiva catdlica de la delincuencia y la
justicia penal’, los Obispos de EE.UU. han abogado para que se aborde la
“Justicia Restitutiva® de una manera mds humanitaria para reparar el dano
provocado por los comportamientos delictivos, en la medida que sea
posible. El creciente movimiento de justicia social alienta a las victimas, los
transgresores y a las comunidades impactadas a participar plenamente en
el proceso de sanacion mediante el didlogo entre la victima y el
transgresor, el resarcimiento, la asistencia para la victima y el
extransgresor, los circulos de sentencias y el servicio comunitario.

La delincuencia se considera una ofensa contra las relaciones humanas,
por lo tanto el enfoque es la sanacion. Al participar en programas donde la
victima es el foco central, los infractores ven de primera mano el impacto
de sus delitos.

Para saber mdas sobre la justicia restitutiva desde una perspectiva catolica,
favor de ver la pdagina web de RestoreJustice.com.

www.restorejustice.com.
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Lra y 2da SEMANA: Mes Internacional de la Justicia Restitutiva — Victima

La tragedia de los delitos violentos ha golpeado a su familia latina unida en
dos ocasiones. Un

hermano menor, Gustavo, de 22 anos, murid en una pelea que empezd en
la celebracion de cumpleanos él dia 22 de abril de 1990. Su hermano
mayor, Roberto, de 35 anos, fue asesinado el 19 de noviembre del 2000 por
disparos desde un coche en movimiento.

‘Destruye a la familia entera,” dice Rita Chairez. “Todavia duele mucho tan
solo pensar en eso. El sufrimiento realmente no se va’.

Sin embargo, su madre, Maria — quien practicaba la justicia restitutiva
desde antes que se le diera un nombre— ha ayudado.

Rita recuerda que su madre decia cuando mataron a Roberto: ‘No sé si
puedo seguir adelante.” Pero su fe le decia: “Creo en Dios, y creo que Ssi
perdono a las personas que asesinaron a mis hijos, ellos van a descansar
en paz.”

Hoy en diq, la hija de 49 anos, también luchaba, esforzGndose por perdonar.
Especialmente cuando escucha noticias locales sobre otro acto violento sin
sentido.

Aunque, ella cree en el proceso fundamentado de fe. ‘Me parece que esa
es la Unica manera de restablecer una relacion, manejarlo bien y que la
gente se responsabilice por lo que hizo”, dice Rita. “Tiene que ser el circulo
completo, con el autordel delito, el sistema de justicia y la victima en medio.
Creo que cuando todos participan, es entonces cuando la justicia restitutiva
se lleva a cabo”.

DEP Rita Chairez, apreciada y querida por tantos.

Para saber mdas sobre la justicia restitutiva desde una perspectiva catolica,
favor de ver sitio web deRestoreJustice.com.

www.restorejustice.com.



Spanish

Bulletin Inserts

3ra SEMANA: Mes Internacional de la Justicia Restitutiva — Capellan

El Didcono Clyde Davis, de 71 anos, ha estado ayudando a los prisioneros a
encontrar la justicia restitutiva por los Gltimos siete anos cuando
eracapelldn en el Instituto Correccional de California en

Tehachapi.

El comenta, “El significado de la justicia restitutiva para mi es tratar de
corregir las cosas,"Obviamente se ha cometido un mal. Se ha ofendido a
ciertas personas. Hay victimas y transgresores. Asi es que se trata de volver
a armar lo que se ha roto. Eso requiere la participacion de ambos lados.

‘La persona o personas que cometieron el delito tendrdn que arrepentirse. Y
también las victimas deben experimentar un cambio. Van a tener que
adquirir la capacidad de perdonar y eso no es facil’.

El DiGcono Davis dice que no hay un método fijo que cambie a los hombres
y a las mujeres encarcelados. Pero estd convencido de que la justicia
restitutiva fomenta la transformacion personal. Ademdas, restablece la
dignidad y promueve la autoestima en los encarcelados, ayuddndoles a
sentirse integros nuevamente.

El dice, “Una de las cosas principales que predicamos aqui es que Dios los
ama a ustedes con la misma intensidad que ama a cualquier otra persona
de cualquier parte del mundo.” “De ninguna manera estoy tratando de
restarle importancia a lo que hicieron. Pero sin importar lo que hayan
hecho, Dios los sigue amando’.

Para saber mds sobre la justice restitutiva desde una perspective catdlica,

favor de visitor el sitio web de RestoreJustice.com.

www.restorejustice.com.
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4ta SEMANA: Mes Internacional de la Justicia Restitutiva — Trabajador
de la Justicia Penal

Por casi la mitad de los 21 anos en los que Suzanne Neuhaus’ ha trabajado
para el Departamento Correccional y de Rehabilitacion de California, ha
trabajado como consejera correccional, agente de la libertad vigilada, y
especialista en la prevencion de la delincuencia. Durante los otros anos, ha
trabajado en el area de servicios para las victimas.

Durante la mayor parte de su carrera, ella ha intentado proporcionar una
sensacion de justicia restitutiva a la victima y al infractor

‘La justicia restitutiva es una manera de analizar los delitos y la violencia y
quiénes salen impactados por la misma’, explica. “Intenta proveer
oportunidades para sanar a todas las personas impactadas por la
delincuencia y la violencia de una manera equilibrada— y de tal manera
que restablece la relacion de los seres humanos entre si y también con la
comunidad”.

Ofrecer sanacion en el periodo subsiguiente a un delito no es tarea facil
para la victima ni para el transgresor, de acuerdo a Neuhaus, y ciertamente
no es el enfoque de nuestro sistema actual de justicia penal, el cual se
basa en el castigo y en la pena merecida. Sin embargo, ha presenciado de
manera directa los resultados sanadores de la justicia restitutiva cuando
ésta se lleva a cabo.

“En los programas dirigidos a los transgresores, pero que se enfocan en las
victimas, se ven los cambios en la actitud, los valores y las creencias que
han cultivado la actividad delictiva’, informa. “Y se ve una satisfaccion
tremenda en ambas partes. Lo he visto, aln en los casos de violencia
severaq, inlcluyendo el homicidio. La justicia restitutiva funciona’.

Para saber mdas sobre la justicia restitutiva desde una perspective catdlica,
favor de visitor el sitio web de RestoreJustice.com.

www.restorejustice.com.
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Overview
Tdi Lap Cong Ly - TOM luge

Cdac hoc gia vé luat phdp, céc nha xa hdi hoc va nhitng vi l&dnh dao ton gido déu
cho rang hé théng coéng Iy cdia ching ta dua trén nén tadng cua sy trng phat.
Nhirng vu édn — dac biét nhirng hanh vi bao luc — thi bi chinh quyén giam gilr riéng
va trirng phat. Ngodi su hgp tac véi canh sat va khai bdo tai téa én, nhirng nan
nhd&n khéng con vai trd ndo khéc trong tién trinh té tung. Trong viéc cai huan cac
pham nhéan, xét dén con s6 lén t&i 2,000,000 (hai triéu) ngudi nam nir da bi giam
cam tai Hoa Ky hém nay.

Khé&i dau véi Iad thu muc vu ndm 2000 noi vé: “tradch nhiém, su cai tao va tdi lap
cong ly: quan diém vé tdi pham va coéng ly cia Cong Gido,” Hoi Péng Gidm Muc
Hoa Ky d& bénh vuc cho mét tién trinh nhan dao hon goi la “Téi 1ap Cong Ly” dé
chinh don sy tén thuong gdy ra bdi hanh vi tdi pham. Phong trdo cong bang xa hoi
I&n manh khuyén khich c&c nan nhén, nhirng pham nhén, nhitng céng doéng bi téac
dong, tham gia day dd trong tién trinh han gan qua viéc déi thoai gitra nan nhén va
ngudi pham phdp, suy niém, hoi tdm, gitp d& nhirng nan nhdn va pham nhan,
nhirng ngudi tai pham, va phuc vu céng dong.

T6i pham dugc xem nhu mot hanh vi phé tan méi tuong quan con ngudi, do do
muc tiéu nham dén Ia sy hoa gidi. Khi tham du vao cdc chuong trinh trg giGp nan
nhdn, cac pham nhén thay ré hau qua do nhirng tdi pham ho gay ra.

Plrc Gidm Muc phu té Los Angeles Gabino Zavala néi rang: “Tdi lap coéng ly 1& cha
tdm cdéch tong qudt va qudn binh dén quyén lgi va nhu cau cla mei ngudi bi anh
hudng— tir nan nhan, ké gay ra tdi va cdng dong. B6 I moét tién trinh 16n xon.
Nhung néu khong Iam thé, sy sg hdi, odn gét va chia ré tiép dién té hai hon. C6
nghia I& sy hdy hoai mang séng con ngudi ti€p tuc lar 1 ony.

Dé tim hiéu thém vé deé tai téi lap cong Iy theo nhan dinh cdia Céng gido, vui I1dng
vao RestoreJustice.com

www.restorejustice.com.
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Victim
Tdi Lap COng Ly — Nan Nhén

Thadm trang téi pham dd hai lan tan céng vao mét gia dinh khan khit nguai Latino.
Gustavo 22 tudi, Id ngudi em Gt cta gia dinh dé bj giét trong cudc au da trong bira
mrng sinh nhat cta cau ta ngdy 22 thang 4, 1990. Ngudi anh 1& Roberto 35 tudi, da
bi ban chét hdm 19 thdang 11, 2000 tur chiéc xe chay ngang qua.

“Ca gia dinh ndy da bi hdy hoai,” Rita Chairez noi thé. “N6i dau ddn ghé gédm mai khi
nghi dén chuyén dé. Néi dau khéong bao gid that sy bién dugce.”

Ba Maria me c6 ta dd thuc hién viéc tai lap cong Iy ngay trude khi nd co cdi tén
ndy, dau sao cling gilp dugc phan ndo.

Rita nhd lai ll6i me cd néi rang, Toi khdng biét téi con co thé séng ndi nira hay
khong” sau khi Roberto bi giét. Nhung nhg dirc tin md ba cé thé noéi dugce rang: ‘Toi
“Toi tin vao Thién Chuaa, va téi tin rang, néu téi tha thir cho nhirng ké da giét con toi,
thi ho sé dugc su binh an”.

HOm nay, ngudi con gdi 49 tudi &y dang phan dau vgi chinh minh trong né luctha
th, nhat Ia khi bd ta nghe thay tin tire nhirng vu bao hanh dién ré khac xay ra
trong vung. Ba ta tin vao dién tién dya trén dirc tin.

Rita n6i “T6i nght rang mudn tdi 1ap moéi tvong quan gitra con ngudi véi nhau, ngudi
pham phép phai nhan trdch nhiém vé nhirng viéc ho dé Iadm. N6 phai Id mét chu ky
day da: ké pham phdp, hé théng luat phdp va nan nhan-trung-tadm diém. Toi tin
rang khi tat cad moi ngudi tham du vao, do I lac téi lap cong ly dién ra’.

RIP Rita Chairez, ngudi dugc rat nhiéu ngudi yéu quy va yéu mén.

www.restorejustice.com.
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Offender
Tdi lap Céng Ly — Pham nhan

Joe Aleman I&n Ién tai Los Angeles, Joe gia nhap bdng dang dé sinh tén trong khu
Trung Nam thanh phé. Bang dang cla Joe dd can du vao nhirng téi dc nghiém
trong, cho dén khi anh ta bi bat va bi két an vi téi cudp cla va giét nguai.

Trong thoi gian thu an 14 ndm ta giam, Joe dd tham gia vao Nhém Cai Rugu va Ma
Tay (anonymous/tén thanh vién git kin), nhung that ra anh khéng hé cdm thay
“‘tdc dong” gi dén gdéc ré nhirng khé khdn cua chinh anh. R6i anh trg thanh ngudi
sdng lap té6 chirc Chéng Bang Pang va Toi Pham, dya trén viéc tdi lap cong Iy.

Khi Joe ra khdi nha giamcdach ddy may ndm, anh bat dau tiép xac véi cdc thanh
vién bang dang khdc dé thuyét phuc ho. Trong mét budi néi chuyén tai budi hop
cua hoéi Phu Huynh va Gido Churc (PTA) d El Monte, anh ta d& hodn todn nhan
trdch nhiém vé 16i séng hay hoai cda chinh minh.

Ngudi thanh nién 39 tudi nhd lai rang: “That I& dep Idm sao tya nhu minh khéa théan
budc vao mot cdn phong dé phoi bay tat ca nhirng khuyét diém ban than nhu noi
cho moi ngudi biét toéi da ndi Ido, da lra ddo. T6i dirng ddy dén nhan nhirng suy xét
dat trén to6i. Nhung toéi nhan tradch nhiém vé nhirng hanh vi trong qué khir cua toi.
Cong ly dé dugc tdi lap trong chinh con ngudi toi.”

Sau budi hop trén, Joe cung cha me cdia mot ngudi ban ma anh da gidi thiéu gia
nhap bdng dang, ngudi ma sau ndy Ia ké xUi duc dung ma tay va dé bi giét. Ngudi
cha da bat tay anh ta. Joe gidi bay tdm sy “Téi dé (ra nudc mat.” Anh noi ti€p ‘Do
do6 déi vai toi tai lap cong Iy 1a niém hy vong cho ca nan nhén va ké gay toi ac. Ai
cling hy vong su tha thir va c6 mét tuong lai tét dep.”

www.restorejustice.com.
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Chaplain
Tdi Lap Cong Ly — Tuyén Uy

Pho té Clyde Davis, 71 tudi, dd gitp cdc tt nhan tim lai cong Iy khi 6ng con Ia tuyén
ay tai Vién Cai huan California & Tehachapi.

Thay ndi rang “Theo toi, tai lap cong Iy 1a phuong tién dat téi nhirng diéu gi ding.
Hién nhién Iad c6 nhirng sai trdi. Con ngudi da bi xic pham. C6 cd nan nhan va ké
gdy toi ac. Viéc tai lap nday doi hdi su cong téc cua ca doi bén dé dem dén sy on
dinh tré.

“‘Diéu can thiét I phai co6 sy thay déi tir trong tim cdia méi cd nhén hodc nhirng
ngudi can du vao tdi dc. Va dong thoi cling phai thay doi trong tdm tu cla nhirng
nan nhdn. biéu can thiét & day Ia tién dén mot kha ndng thir tha. Va dé khong phai
|& diéu dé dang.”

Thay pho té Davis néi rang khong c6 mot “dung cu” ndo Iadm thay déi nhirng nguoi
nam nit dang bi tu tdi. Nhung thdy qua quyét rang: tdi lap cong ly gitp Iadm bién
doi c@ nhan. Hon nira, né phuc hoi pham gid ngudi bi giam cam, gitp hg cdm nhan
chan gid tri cua ho, va tim lai su todn ven trong chinh con ngudi ho.

Thay noéi: "Mét trong nhirng viéc chinh chiang téi rao giang & day Ia ‘Thién Chaa yéu
thuong anh chi em nhu yéu bat c&r ngudi ndo trén thé gidi nay. Khéng cé cach ndo
dé toi tir choi nhirng gi ho da Iadm, nhung du bat c diéu gi da xdy dén, Thién Chua
van yéu thuong ho’

www.restorejustice.com.
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Criminal Justice Worker
Tdi Lap CoNng Ly — Nhén vién chinh quyén

Gan nlra sé thdi gian trong 21 nédm Iam viéc tai co quan cai huan va phuc hoéi thuéc
ti€éu bang California, Suzanne Neuhaus I& sT quan dac tradch phong ngira hanh
déng pham phdp va trong con nhirng ngudi bi giam 1dng c6 diéu kién. Nay bd s
dung nhiéu dén kha ndng chuyén mon vé cong bang phdp luat dé giap nan nhan
cling nhu ké gdy tdi dc cam nhan vé viéc tdi lap cong ly.

B& giadi thich “Tdi lap cong Iy I& 6ng kinh qua dé nhin vao téi dc va bao loan, va
nhirng duong vi lién hé. Bay Ia cach tao ra nhirng co hdi han gan nhirng ai bi lién
luy bdi toi dc va bao loan cach quén hoa va véi cach thire chira Idnh moéi tuong
quan gitra con ngudi v&i nhau va vai xa hoéi.”

Theo Neuhaus, sau khi toi éc xay ra, ‘mai lién hé tirc thdi” khong dé chira Ianh du
cho cho nan nhan hay ké gdy tdi ac, va chac chan day khong phai I tam diém hé
théng cong Iy hién thoi cua chang ta, mét hé théng dat nén tang trén sy trirng tri
va bu dap. Nhung bd dd chirng kién két qua gat dugc qua su han gan tir viéc tai
lap cong ly.

Ba tudng trinh: “Trong céac chuong trinh gidi hda gitra nan nhéan va pham nhan, ban
nhin thay nhirng thay déi vé cung céch, nhirng gid tri va niém tin. Va ban thay sy
thda man I6n & ca hai bén. Téi d& thay, ngay ca déi véi nhirng toi dc nghiém trong
nhu sét nhan. Do do6 tdi lap cong ly cod hiéu qua.”

www.restorejustice.com.



