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Memo 
  
To: All 

From: Miriam Sammartino   

Date: November 9, 2023 

Subject: November is Restorative Justice Month! 
 
Every November, the Catholic community comes together to learn, pray and act on the ministry of 
Restorative Justice.  In collaboration with the California Catholic Conference, our Detention 
Ministry and Office of Catholic Charities and Social Concerns, invite you to participate in 
Restorative Justice month! 

What is Restorative Justice?   
Restorative Justice is a philosophy and an approach that looks at conflict and harm through the lens 
of all impacted and works collectively to bring them into right relationship with God and one 
another.  

The practices of restorative justice are centuries old.  They were present in the days of the early 
church and reflect the most basic tenets of Catholic Social Teaching: 

• Human life and dignity are sacred. 
• Our participation in community is a responsibility and a right. 
• We are called to strengthen and nurture the family.  
• We respect human rights. 
• The needs of the poor and vulnerable come first. 
• We pursue peace and justice. 
• We care for all of God’s creation.   

Attached you’ll find:  
• Restorative Justice Prayer 
• Homily Helps 
• Intercessions (English/Spanish/Vietnamese) 
• Bulletin Inserts 

You can find additional information and resources on our website: https://scd.org/catholic-charities-
and-social-concerns/restorative-justice 

Respectfully, 

 

Miriam Sammartino, 
Director 

https://scd.org/catholic-charities-and-social-concerns/restorative-justice
https://scd.org/catholic-charities-and-social-concerns/restorative-justice




PRAYER: RESTORATIVE JUSTICE MONTH
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace

God of love, we gather with heavy, hopeful hearts.  We ask you to lighten the hearts of
those who mourn at the untimely loss of someone they love.  Nothing can ever fill the
hole in the hearts of those who have suffered such a loss.  Help them to walk with the pain
along the path that leads to healing and peace. 

Where there is injury, let me sow pardon
God of compassion, help us to reach out to those who are most in need of a gentle touch
today. We recognize that you have created us as one family, walking together through
life. Help us to be there for each other especially when one of our family members is in
pain and sorrowing.

Where there is doubt, let me sow faith
God of justice, give us legislators who have the courage to enact laws that truly restore our
communities, heal our divisions, stop neighborhood violence, and result in communities
where all people are respected and noone has to live in fear.

Where there is despair, let me sow hope
God of courage and strength, help us to stand up for the rights of those in need of a
stronger voice on their behalf. Help us to work together to ensure that the rights of
victims become the law of our state and our country. Help us to ensure that all the benefits
of the victims’ restitution fund be used for the reasons they have been collected. Let us be
hope for each other by walking together toward the common goals we share.

Where there is sadness, let me sow joy
God of gentleness and consolation, we are all members of your family but we have been
the cause of harm and sadness to each other. Do not let the sadness overcome us. Let us
find a joy in being and working together to make your world the place you created it to
be.

Where there is darkness, let me sow light
God of light and life, help us to dedicate ourselves to ensuring that no one else loses a
loved one to violence. Let us become people of life, not death, people of light, not
darkness, people of restoration, not revenge, one family united to insure that there are no
more victims, 

Let those candles of hope burn in the hearts of each one of us. And, together as one family,
we can dispel the darkness that surrounds us.
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ORACION: POR LA JUSTICIA RESTAURATIVA
Señor, hazme un instrumento de tu paz

Dios del amor, nos reunimos con corazones acongojados pero que aun conservan la
esperanza.  Te pedimos alivies la pena de los que sufren la perdida prematura de algún ser
querido.  Nada podrá llenar el vacío que sienten en sus corazones a causa de dicha pérdida. 
Ayúdales a caminar por el sendero que les lleve a sanar y a sentir de nuevo la paz. 

Donde hay injuria, siembre yo el perdón.
Dios compasivo, ayúdanos a tenderle la mano a aquellos que más necesitan de una mano
amiga.   Reconocemos que Tu nos creaste como a una sola familia, caminando juntos por
la vida. Ayúdanos a apoyarnos mutuamente, especialmente cuando algún miembro de
nuestra familia sufre dolor o este afligido. 

Donde haya duda, siembre yo la fe.
Dios de la justicia, danos legisladores que tengan el valor de promulgar leyes que
verdaderamente restablezcan nuestras comunidades, sanen nuestras divisiones, detengan la
violencia en las vecindades, y que produzcan comunidades donde se respete a toda persona
y donde nadie tenga que vivir preso del temor. 

Donde hay desesperación, siembre yo la esperanza.
Dios del valor y de la fuerza, ayúdanos a defender los derechos los que necesitan una voz
más fuerte en su nombre. Ayúdanos a trabajar conjuntamente para asegurar que los
derechos de las víctimas sean respaldadas por las leyes de nuestro Estado y de nuestro país.
Ayúdanos a garantizar que todos los beneficios del fondo de resarcimiento para victimas se
utilicen para los propósitos designados. Permítenos transmitirnos la esperanza
recíprocamente al caminar unidos hacia los objetivos que compartimos.

Donde haya tristeza, siembre yo el gozo.
Dios de la bondad y del consuelo, aunque todos somos miembros de tu familia, nos hemos
dañado y causado y tristeza mutuamente. No permitas que la tristeza nos venza.  Ayudanos
a encontrar el gozo cuando convivimos y trabajamos unidos para crear un mundo como el
que Tu nos creaste. 

Donde hay oscuridad, lleve yo tu luz.
Dios de la luz y de la vida, ayúdanos a dedicarnos a asegurar que nadie más pierda a un ser
querido a causa de la violencia. Ayudanos a convertirnos en personas a favor de la  vida, no
de la muerte; en personas de la luz, no de las tinieblas; personas que buscan rehabilitar, no
practicar la venganza; una sola familia unida para asegurar que no haya más víctimas,

Permite que esas velas de esperanza ardan en los corazones de cada uno de nosotros. Y
unidos, como una sola familia, podamos disipar la oscuridad que nos rodea.
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