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What 1s the

Impediment
of Ligamen?
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I'T MEANS:
A “PRIOR BOND”

The impediment prohibits a
person from entering a
subsequent marriage while
the previous bond 1s still
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»A Ligamen 1s usually done on
a Respondent’s previous
marriage.

» It involves non-Catholics.
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R ligamen is hased on the
Respondent’s prior marriage
b Petitioner Bob Respondent Jane
= > ) (@u
Bob’s marriage to Jane
- can be annulled by
Ligamen because she
was married to Herbert
first —

a prior bond!!

What Must Be Proven?

» The existence of a prior bond on the side of the
Respondent at the time the Petitioner and
Respondent entered marriage; and,

» The Respondent’s ex-spouse (the Co-Respondent)
is still living.

» The non-Catholic status of the Respondent must

‘g known or reasonably presumed.

6




Ideally this is Respondent’s
second ma

Ideally this is the
Respondent and
Co-Respondent’s

If there are other
prior marriages on
the Petitioner’s side,
each marriage case
must be looked at
separately.

Difficulty
Respondent is not
participating / Absent /
‘Whereabouts

ses when:

parties.
2. Neither party is Catholic,
and there is ¢

Unknown

3. Record of marriage must be
available.
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How 1s This Proven?

» It is a documentary process; and

» Invalidity 1s proven by DOCUMENTS

alone. 77

Ligamen
Application Form

Tab 10, p. 35




Diocese of Sacramento Office Use Only:
The Tribunal .
2110 Broadway, Sacramento CA 95818 Recd
(916) 733-0225 -
wwwiribunalsedorg T
Petition for a declaration of nullity due to
LIGAMEN
PETITIONER RESPONDENT

]

At the time of this marriage, had you been baptized or
received into the CatholicChurch?0 Yes O Ne

At the time of this marriage, had he/she been baptized or
received into the Catholic Church? 0 Yes O No

If either the Petitioner and/or Respondent is a baptized Catholic and married outside the Catholic Church in

another Christian faith, a non-denominational ceremony,

["Will the Respondent coop

or a el ceremony, STOP and complete Lack of Form.

ein this process? 0 Yes O No

Have you discussedthis with him/her? 0 Yes O No (If not, please explair
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B

filed 0wt wih theassstanceof the

Parish Advocake. Mease print cearly.

PETITIONER

RESPONDENT

Current F

(First, Middle Last)

il Name.

Maiden Name
(if applicable)

Home Telephone
(inc. area code)

Work Tel

(inc. area code)

lephone

Mobile Telephone
(inc. area code)

£-Mail Address

Date of Birth
Place of Birth

1 Baptized, Date of

Baptism
f Baptized, Place of
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Documents Required
O “Ligamen” Form
O Certified/Original civil marriage license and certificate of marriage between
Petitioner and Respondent (must have stamp or seal)
NOT Jalifornia’s marriage license and certificate is one page. Nevada’s (and
other states) marriage license and certificate are two separate items. We must have

both the license and certificate. One indicates the number of previous marriages.
O Certified/Original decree of dissolution (divorce) or civil nullity between
Petitioner and Respondent (must have stamp or seal)

NOTE: Two documents are required: “Notice of Entry of Judgment” and
“Judgment.”

O Certified/Original civil marriage license(s) and certificate(s) of Respondent’s
previous marriage(s) to Co-Respondent(s) (must have stamp or seal)

NOTE: California’s marriage license and certificate is one page. Nevada’s (and
other states) marriage license and certificate are two separate items. We must have

both the license and certificate. One indicates the number of previous marriages.
[ $175 fee (check payable to Tribunal - Diocese of Sacramento)
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ONCE THE PETITION IS
RECEIVED

v

The Respondent is cited and asked to complete a brief
questionnaire.

v

If Respondent is uncooperative, absent, or whereabouts
unknown, the Petitioner is responsible for submitting all
required proofs of the Respondent’s prior bond.

The Defender of the Bond must evaluate the evidence.

v

v

If the nullity of the marriage is established, a Decree of Nullity
is granted.

» The Respondent must be informed of the Petitioner’s petition.
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If the information and
documents cannot
support a Ligamen, it
will be a Formal case.
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