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OBJECTIVE:
Environmental healing and repair is a challenging topic for 

everyone, but one we cannot ignore. In this issue, children will 

be helped to begin to explore the problems while imagining 

their own abilities and solutions. They can explore the wisdom 

in scripture and of Pope Francis. With their families, seek out 

“earth wisdom” from their local communities.

STEP 1: PRAY
This prayer is based on Job 12:7-10. Before praying with 
students, speak of the vastness of all of God’s creation. Bring up 
God’s amazing imagination which led to the creation of species 
as diverse as elephants, porcupines, honeybees, dolphins and 
eagles. Mention the unseen part of God’s creation, such as 
bacteria, vitamins and air.
 
Explain that during this prayer, students should picture the 
different things you will mention. In their hearts, they can thank 
God for these creatures and ask that they learn how best to care 
for all of God’s creations. Ask students to close their eyes as you 
share this scripture:

Now ask the beasts to teach you,
and the birds of the air to tell you;

Or the reptiles on earth to instruct you,
And the fish of the sea to inform you

Which of all these does not know
That the hand of God has done this?

In God’s hand is the soul of every living thing,
And the life breath of all humankind.

Invite children to each name one creature, and conclude by 
saying,

“Thank you, God our Creator! Amen”.

Faith Perspective
[Introduction for adults]
Father Lawrence Radice is a Maryknoll priest who learned to 
love and respect nature from his family on their farm in Colorado. 
They also took nature walks and went camping. He learned about 
“integral ecology” then, continued that philosophy through his 
college degrees, and then brought it into his Maryknoll work in 
Tanzania, Thailand and China.

[Story] 
Earth Wisdom
Somboon sat as close to Jaroen as he could. He had missed his big 
brother these past few months.
 

Their house was in a remote area of Thailand, and today it was 
crowded with family and friends. Jaroen had just returned home, and 
everyone wanted to hear about his time at the Research and Training 
Center for Religio-Cultural Community.
 “I have learned a great deal about growing food crops and 
improving our soils. Now I want to work on our land, not in a city,” 
Jaroen said. “I met several others my age who also want to return to 
their homes to farm.”

Somboon started to clap joyfully but their cousin, who was close in 
age to Jaroen, began talking. “It won’t work, Jaroen! You know you 
will never make enough money in farming!” he said. “I think you and 
I will soon be moving to Chiang Mai. The only way for us to make a 
living is to leave home and get jobs in a city!”  

STEP 2: MAKE PERSONAL CONNECTIONS

“I understand, and I used to agree,” Jaroen said. “But at the Center 
where I study, we learned how important it is to stay connected with 
our families and our land. Our ancestors farmed here, and it is right 
that we should carry on! And, it’s better for the earth, too.”
 
Now their uncle spoke. “I would like nothing more than to have you 
and our other young people make their lives here, but I have been 
farming for years,” he said. “Things have changed. It is often too hot 
now, and the rains are not dependable anymore.”
 
Jaroen leaned forward eagerly and said, “But that is what I am 
learning about! They are teaching new farming methods, how to 
cope with climate change, and what crops can produce under these 
conditions. I think I can do this!”
 
Their cousin asked, “Jaroen, will you teach me?”
 
As the two young men began discussing their plans, Somboon 
noticed his mother, who had been listening intently. So often she 
looked worried or tired, but right now, she began to smile. Somboon 
thought her smile was a little like the sun coming out after a rain.
 
“Tell us more about what you are learning, Jaroen,” she said.

“We learn the science behind the planting and soil preparation. 
We study new plants. What I found especially interesting was about 
the insecticides and herbicides we have used.” Somboon watched 
Jaroen turn to their parents. “Those really are poisons. Using them 
is dangerous for us, and it is bad for our soil, our animals, the birds, 
the water—everything! When I learned this, I felt like I should come 
home and tell our land that I am sorry! But I can learn new methods 
that will be helpful in terms of insects and plant diseases.”

 
Jaroen paused for a moment and then said, “Father Radice, who 

teaches at the center, talked about all these things. He said people—

like you, Grandmother—have what he calls “earth wisdom.” This 
is the understanding of nature’s ways, and how to work with these 
ways, not against them. This wisdom was handed down from 
generation to generation. Many of my generation have lost this 
wisdom. We do not see that we too are part of nature, and so we 
hurt it. But we can learn this wisdom from our elders as we also 
learn how to adapt to changes.”

 
“I would like that,” their father said.
 
“Father Radice said that some families do a blessing over their 

fields,” Jaroen added.
 
“And I would like that,” their mother said. “That is bringing our 

faith to our fields.”
 
Jaroen smiled and looked to their grandmother. “And some of the 

work I did at the center was turning compost, just as you always do, 
Grandmother.”

 
“As I have told you to do many times!” she said, laughing.
 
Soon everyone was talking and making plans for the future. All 

except Somboon, who was ready to be outside again.

It was early evening now. In the distance he saw wisps of clouds 
over the solid mountains. Birds called to each other in nearby trees. 
Somboon wondered what these calls meant. He thought of the 
stories his grandmother had told him of her childhood, of the rains 
and crops, the festivals and the prayers.

 
He closed his eyes for a moment and said a prayer of thanksgiving 

for all the earth and family around him. Then he opened his eyes, 
grabbed a shovel and headed to the compost heap.

WORDS TO KNOW:
 
Pope Francis speaks of integral ecology:
 
INTEGRAL: when separate people or things are brought together for 
very important and necessary reasons. 
 
ECOLOGY: a branch of science that studies the relationships between 
living things and their environment.
 

Discuss what that phrase means and how it pertains to this story.
 
Maryknoll Father Lawrence Radice speaks of earth wisdom, a special 
connection between people and the earth (soil, water, animals, insects, 
etc,). This connection can be centuries old! It involves knowing your-
self, your community and your religious-cultural roots. Discuss what 
“earth wisdom” means.
 
How are integral ecology and earth wisdom alike? Write the class or 
family’s answer.

The story, Earth Wisdom,  is based on this article in MARYKNOLL magazine.
https://www.maryknollmagazine.org/2021/03/father-radice-rediscovering-tribal-earth-wisdom/

https://www.maryknollmagazine.org/2021/03/father-radice-rediscovering-tribal-earth-wisdom/


WHAT DOES THE CHURCH SAY? 
Pope Francis wrote a book called, “Let Us Dream.”  He worries about all the people of the world because of COVID 
as well as how we treat the earth. “Nature cannot be regarded as something separate from ourselves or as a mere 
setting in which we live,” writes the pope. “We are part of nature.”
 
He also tells us that time belongs to God. When we trust God, we can move forward with courage. We can figure 
out how to work together and be one family--God’s family. We can then learn what God’s dream is for the world 
and how to start making that dream come true. Francis says right now is a time to dream big!
 
With an adult, dream big together and discuss:

• What you think we can do right now to heal the earth in some way and to help people stay healthy? Is that 
   what Pope Francis calls “integral ecology?”
• There are many good things in life that we need to keep. Name some things about life in your family (or 
   church community, school, neighborhood etc.) that give us health and happiness,
• If you could change anything to make the world a cleaner, safer and more loving place to live, what would 
   that be? Dream big!

STEP 3: EXPLORE SCRIPTURE 
AND TRADITION

OLD TESTAMENT: Joel 3:1-2

Long ago, there was a huge problem with locusts (grasshoppers) 
in the land of Judah. As those insects can quickly destroy all food 
crops, a holy man named Joel asked the people to pray. He told 
them that God would send down his spirit to all. People would 
begin to imagine new ways to help the earth. They would, he said, 
“dream dreams” and “see visions.”

 
This scripture tells us that God’s spirit will be with us as we pray 
and as we imagine ways to heal the earth. With God with us, we 
can do great things!

 

There are many places in scripture that help us remember that 
everything is a gift from God:

 
LIFE OF JESUS: John 1:1-5 
St. John wrote, “All things came to be through God…” 

 
CHRISTIAN LIVING: Colossians 1:16-17
St. Paul wrote, “For in him were created all things in heaven and 
on earth, the visible and the invisible.”

In the Old Testament scripture, the prophet Joel said the people can 
“dream dreams” and “see visions.” In our time, we need to dream 
and have visions of how we can heal the earth. There are as many 
ways to do this as there are people in the world! Here are three very 
different dreams, and each dreamer is helping to heal the world in 
an important way.
 
Read about them, watch the videos, and talk about your own dreams 
for a healthier world.

The Maryknoll Missioners began as the dream of three visionaries. 
They started a religious order that has benefited people all over the 
world. For over one hundred years, members of Maryknoll have 
helped people learn about Jesus’ love by their actions of helping 
people, through earth care, education, medical care and food 
security. They are the kind of dreamers Pope Francis means when 
he says, “dream big.”  Right now, the dream of the Fathers and 
Brothers of Maryknoll involves 2,184 solar panels! They will collect 
power from the sun, so they can use clean energy for their buildings. 
They will also be able to share this healthier energy with many other 
households so they don’t have to use the unhealthy energy either. 
Father Raymond Finch says this is “part of how we see ourselves 
fulfilling responsibility to care for the earth.”

MARYKNOLL’S SOLAR CANOPY PROJECT:
https://www.facebook.com/maryknollsociety/
videos/337738541287986
 
THE MARYKNOLL STORY: This video gives a history and overview of 
Maryknoll, its founders, the kinds of work that has been and is being 
done, etc. Teachers and parents may find this interesting.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGFYtPw_IIM&t=646s

Martin and Chris Kratt, known as the Kratt Brothers, grew 
up in New Jersey. They had pets, enjoyed playing outdoors and 
camping with their family. There wasn’t anything special about 
their childhoods that hinted that they would become extraordinary 
teachers about animals and ecology. In college, they studied about 
animals and plants, and got to travel to Costa Rica. They had great 
fun videotaping the many animals there. Back home, they started 
taking their videos into schools. Kids loved the videos and the 
energy and humor of the brothers. A dream had begun! Now, years 
later, the Kratt Brothers have created three television series for PBS 
KIDS (of the Public Broadcasting Station). They have written books, 
have founded a nature refuge, and have begun work for a second 
one. Perhaps their most important accomplishment is that they are 
teaching millions of children to understand and enjoy hundreds 
of kinds of animals, and to respect and care for the environment. 
Their shows are seen in the United States, Canada, parts of Africa, 
Australia, Iceland, Croatia, Germany, Korea and at least twenty-five 
more countries! They have helped two generations of children all 
over the world to become animal protectors.

THE KRATT BROTHERS SPEAK WITH DR. JANE GOODALL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3VOydZrdUE
 
THE CREATURE HERO FOUNDATION:  
https://creaturehero.org/creaturefuge/#:~:text=The%20
Creature%20Hero%20Foundation%20partnered,Brothers%20
named%20it%2C%20Grizzly%20Gulch

Greta Thunberg lives in Sweden. She became very 
concerned about climate change when she was eight 
years old. At age fifteen, Greta went to the government 
buildings in her country, holding up signs to tell the 
government leaders to do much more to heal and protect 
the earth. Kids in other countries began doing this too. No 
matter where they lived, they did this on Fridays, calling 
this movement “Fridays for Future.” So many people 
were impressed by Greta’s work that soon she was 
making speeches to thousands of people! She became a 
powerful speaker about the dangers of climate change. 
That led to her traveling around the world to meet with 
many famous and important people, including Pope 
Francis. She has won awards, such as the FORBES list 
of the World’s 100 Most Powerful Women, and TIME’s 
Person of the Year, the youngest person ever to win. 
Three times she has been nominated for the NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE. Greta has Asperger’s Syndrome, and 
though there have been hard times because of it, she 
says that this does not hold her back. In fact, she calls it 
her “superpower.” And she is doing superhero work for 
the earth!

FOR GRADES 3-5:
GRETA AND GUARDIAN COLUMNIST GEORGE MONBIOT 
ON THE CRISIS OF CLIMATE CHANGE:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q0xUXo2zEY

GRETA SPEAKS ABOUT WHAT KIDS CAN DO ABOUT 
CLIMATE CHANGE:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c1WR7bFLyA

FOR GRADES K-5:
GRETA SEEKS ADVICE FROM SIR DAVID 
ATTENBOROUGH:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4Cw2ASwSnU

STEP 4: TAKE ACTION

https://www.facebook.com/maryknollsociety/videos/337738541287986
https://www.facebook.com/maryknollsociety/videos/337738541287986
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGFYtPw_IIM&t=646s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3VOydZrdUE
https://creaturehero.org/creaturefuge/#:~:text=The%20Creature%20Hero%20Foundation%20partnered,Brothers%20named%20it%2C%20Grizzly%20Gulch
https://creaturehero.org/creaturefuge/#:~:text=The%20Creature%20Hero%20Foundation%20partnered,Brothers%20named%20it%2C%20Grizzly%20Gulch
https://creaturehero.org/creaturefuge/#:~:text=The%20Creature%20Hero%20Foundation%20partnered,Brothers%20named%20it%2C%20Grizzly%20Gulch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q0xUXo2zEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c1WR7bFLyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4Cw2ASwSnU


BE A GLOBAL NEIGHBOR
SHARE THIS WITH YOUR FAMILY:
 
Fr. Lawrence Radice, M.M. works as a teacher at Thailand’s Research and Training Center. The Center 
programs teach indigenous communities to farm sustainably.  Every year people from hill tribes 
come for training. They return home with skills to protect the earth and ways to live in harmony with 
their environment.  The center’s goal is to reduce the amount of waste and pesticides that infect the 
land and food supply. They also encourage the younger generation to remain on indigenous land 
rather than move away to find work.  They believe giving people a reason to live in harmony with their 
environment helps insure a future for the land as well as native cultures that are at risk. You can help 
support Fr. Lawrence’s work by donating at Maryknollsociety.org environment project. 

DiscoverYourNeighbor.org 

NEXT ISSUE ON MIGR ATION COMING 
NOVEMBER /DECEMBER 2021

DISCUSS:
•  What do these dreamers have in common? How are they different?
•  How am I like them? How might I become like one of them?
•  These dreamers all had much to learn. What do I want to learn?

1. Learn how to write letters to public officials at the local, state and national levels. Write 2 letters about your 
climate concerns.

2. Learn about local environmental matters such as rain gardens, use of pesticides in parks, laws that might 
keep people from doing ecologically healthy things, such as forbidding the use of clotheslines. How does 
your city respond to these issues? Go to a city council meeting and ask questions, and be prepared with the 
answers before the meeting.

RAISE YOUR VOICE

Together, seek the wise ones, local people who have “earth 
wisdom.” Learn from them--take notes or make a video. 

WHO MIGHT HAVE THIS WISDOM? LOOK FOR:
• gardeners of vegetables, flowers, rain gardens herbs, 
   wildflowers, or bee or butterfly gardens.
• beekeepers
 • owners of backyard chicken flocks
 • organizers of free seed libraries
• workers at local plant nurseries or at nature centers
• people who earned a “Master Gardener” certificate

ASK THEM:
• Why are you doing this work?
• Can you name two ways that you think your efforts are 
   helping the earth heal?
• Would you be interested in teaching me your skills?
 

ASK YOURSELF AND/OR A FAMILY MEMBER:
• Can I do something like this now? In my future?
 

Then, as a family, decide how you will use and pass on this earth 
wisdom. 

SUGGESTIONS:
• use their advice to create a garden
• together make a booklet to explain what you have 
   learned, make copies and give to interested people
• help others make gardens or assist someone with 
   their garden
• use the video you took while interviewing a gardener and 
   share that with others 
• write letters in your neighborhood newspaper about someone 
   local whom you feel is a wise gardener, etc.

ENGAGE YOUR FAMILY

https://maryknollsociety.org/help-protect-our-planet/?fbclid=IwAR0QFAe-1KVOtBOPBxd0NvHVRck2aWMq945Jv48QRUpZvDhjlR5M-47cjz4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://maryknollsociety.org/project/environmental-education-in-a-religio-cultural-setting/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1626888339530000&usg=AOvVaw39CuUN80ohcfhxGeR_WEMS

