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Matthias Jogphh Q/ | f fél2Hg13SAa G a2y 2F aAE OKAf RNBY 0o
Ryan, was born oMarch 30, 932 in Knockane, Domighmore, County Cork, Ireland. Matthias
had one sister and four brotherblis brothers Michael and Thomas became prieBit® children

in the family in order of birtlwere Michael, John, Mossie, Thomas Dominic, Albina and Matthias.

BEGINS HIS EDUCATION

Matt began his educatiom 1936at the young age of four when he enteredriRount National
School in Donoughmore, County Cork Ve a studenin this National Schoalntil 1945.a | (i G Q &
father Michael died in 1941 when Matt wasst nine years of age.

From 1945 to 1950Matt did his secondarystudiesat Mount Melleray, Cappoquin, County
Waterford. After graduation from Mount Mellerakiereturned to Corlkandcontinued his studies

at University CollegeCorkfrom 1950 to 1952. He then attended the Radio Telegraph Institute
for Marine Officers inTivoli, County Corkfor two yearsand graduated with a First Class
Certificate in Radio Communications. He then spent two years at sea with the British Merchant
Marines from 1954 to 1956.
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Mount Melleray College

DISCERNING HIS VOCATION

In an interview with theCatholic Heraldby Nancy Westlunth April, 2009, Matt said he exerted
a fair amount of energy running away from a vocation to the priesthdbdre was a timavhen
he wanted to be a doctor, butysi0S GG KSNBE ¢SNB |t NS Re (G662 R?2
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One day he sat down for a hedd-heart talk with hiselder brother Michael who was a priest.
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MATTHIAS ENTERS SAINT KIERAN COLLEGE

After serving as a Merchant Marinertwo years, Mattresponded to the call dbodto be a priest
and entered Saint Kieran College in County Kilkenny in 183&egin his theological studies
completing them in 1962.

Saint Kieran College Seminary, Kilkenny, Ireland

ORDAINED A PRIEST
al GKAFa W2aSLIK hQ/Iffl3IKIY ¢l a 2NRFASASR |
Mary Cathedral, Kilkennfor service in the Diocese of Sacramento.

After his ordination to the priesthood, Father Matt spent some time at home with his family
before he bid farewell to his mother Ellen, his four brothers and one sister, and his friends as he
began his long journey to Sacramento, California where his life of priestly ministry in Northern
California awaited him.
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Father Matt gives his first blessingp his mother - i-ll pr—

Ellen and his two priest brothers, Father Michael, : 1
priest of the Archdiocese of Liverpool, and his = “
brother Father Thomas, a priest of the Archdioces:s (= 5
of Seattle.
“Thou art a Priest forever.”
O Jesus, Etermal Priest, grant to my
dear father the peace of Heaven; bless
my mother, brothers, sister, relatives,
and all those who hayve helped me to
become Thy Priest
pla
In Happy Remembrance
of my
Ordination to the JPriesthood
at
St. Mary’s Qathedral,
Rilkenny
June 3rcd, 1962
pla
HMatthias g @'@a/{agﬁan
(Sacramento)
»ie
Sweet Jesus, help me to be a holy
Mary, my M_othel;},esg"lelp me in the
service of thy Son
PLEASE PRAY FOR ME

¢KS hQ/ It f onFatlhe 2 YOI & OrblinatbK Day Q &
Back Row, 1R, Brothers John and Mossie
Front Row, ER Matt; Albina, sister; Father Tombrother; Helena, mother; and Father Michagdbrother
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BEGINNING OF MINISTRY IN SACRAMENTO

After his arrival in Sacramentd;ather Matt received his first
appointment from Bishop Alden J Bell, newly installed bishop of
Sacramentoto Saint Peter Parish in Sacramento to work with Father
Edward Christerfounding pastor of the parish which was established
in 1955.

I TGSNI SELISNASYOAY I (KS & Odz G dzNB
LNBf I yR (i Zapitall Fathdr Matl/fduhdOhimself right at
home. Hespent his first five yearsf ministryat Saint ter Parishas

an assistant from September 28, 1962 to September 15, 1967.

Father Edward Christen
Pastor of $Peter Church
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Saint Peter Church, Sacramento




ASSISTANT PASTOR, SBIAMINIC PARISH, ORLAND
CrGKSNJI hQ/ FfflFaAKE WagdSaiétﬁ)éﬂn}éﬂ'?arikhénli Ay YSyi
the small town ofOrlandon the I5 corridor ofthe Sacramento Valley
where heserved asssistant pastor to Father Thomas Boldegjinning
on September 15, 196 He servedthe Saint Dominic Paristommunity
as a parochial vicdor the next five years until January 25, 1972.

Father Thomas Boland
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Saint Dominic Parish, Orland

THIRD APPOINTMENT, OUR LADY OF GRACE PARISH
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Our Lady of Grace Parish in West Sacramento. Father Eymard Gallagher, EditcCathtiie
Herald was the pasthd 2 F GKS LI NRAK® ClFOKSNJ al GdidQa
Sacramento became effective on January 25, 1972.
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