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Matthias Joseph hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƛȄ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōƻǊƴ ǘƻ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƭŜƴ 

Ryan, was born on March 30, 1932 in Knockane, Donoughmore, County Cork, Ireland. Matthias 

had one sister and four brothers. His brothers Michael and Thomas became priests. The children 

in the family in order of birth were Michael, John, Mossie, Thomas Dominic, Albina and Matthias. 
 

BEGINS HIS EDUCATION 

Matt began his education in 1936 at the young age of four when he entered Firmount National 

School in Donoughmore, County Cork. He was a student in this National School until 1945. aŀǘǘΩǎ 

father Michael died in 1941 when Matt was just nine years of age.  

 

From 1945 to 1950, Matt did his secondary studies at Mount Melleray, Cappoquin, County 

Waterford. After graduation from Mount Melleray, he returned to Cork and continued his studies 

at University College, Cork from 1950 to 1952. He then attended the Radio Telegraph Institute 

for Marine Officers in Tivoli, County Cork, for two years and graduated with a First Class 

Certificate in Radio Communications. He then spent two years at sea with the British Merchant 

Marines from 1954 to 1956.  
 

 
         Photo from Sacramento Diocesan Archives 

Mount Melleray College 
 

 

DISCERNING HIS VOCATION 

In an interview with the Catholic Herald by Nancy Westlund in April, 2009, Matt said he exerted 

a fair amount of energy running away from a vocation to the priesthood. There was a time when 

he wanted to be a doctor, but siƴŎŜ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘǿƻ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴ 
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ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ bŀǾȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΦ άLǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ōƻǊƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΣέ 

ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά!ƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎŀǿ ǿŀǎ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ  

 

One day he sat down for a heart-to-heart talk with his elder brother Michael who was a priest. 

άIŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛǘΣέ aŀǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ŀƭƭ 

ƴŜŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƻ ƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ пр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ 

 

MATTHIAS ENTERS SAINT KIERAN COLLEGE 

After serving as a Merchant Marine for two years, Matt responded to the call of God to be a priest 

and entered Saint Kieran College in County Kilkenny in 1956 to begin his theological studies, 

completing them in 1962.  
 

 

Saint Kieran College Seminary, Kilkenny, Ireland 
 

 

ORDAINED A PRIEST 

aŀǘǘƘƛŀǎ WƻǎŜǇƘ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ōȅ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 5ǳƴƴŜ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ оΣ мфсн in Saint 

Mary Cathedral, Kilkenny, for service in the Diocese of Sacramento. 

 

After his ordination to the priesthood, Father Matt spent some time at home with his family 

before he bid farewell to his mother Ellen, his four brothers and one sister, and his friends as he 

began his long journey to Sacramento, California where his life of priestly ministry in Northern 

California awaited him.  
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Father Matt gives his first blessing to his mother 

Ellen and his two priest brothers, Father Michael, a 

priest of the Archdiocese of Liverpool, and his 

brother Father Thomas, a priest of the Archdiocese 

of Seattle. 
 

           
                        Photos courtesy of Elizabeth Cott, Niece 

 
¢ƘŜ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ on Father ¢ƻƳ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΩǎ Ordination Day 

Back Row, L-R, Brothers John and Mossie 

Front Row, L-R: Matt; Albina, sister; Father Tom, brother; Helena, mother; and Father Michael, brother 
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BEGINNING OF MINISTRY IN SACRAMENTO 

After his arrival in Sacramento, Father Matt received his first 

appointment from Bishop Alden J Bell, newly installed bishop of 

Sacramento, to Saint Peter Parish in Sacramento to work with Father 

Edward Christen, founding pastor of the parish which was established 

in 1955.  

 

!ŦǘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎƘƻŎƪέ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ Capital, Father Matt found himself right at 

home. He spent his first five years of ministry at Saint Peter Parish as 

an assistant from September 28, 1962 to September 15, 1967. 

Father Edward Christen 
Pastor of St Peter Church 

 

 

 
                                               Photo by John E Boll 

Saint Peter Church, Sacramento 
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ASSISTANT PASTOR, SAINT DOMINIC PARISH, ORLAND 

CŀǘƘŜǊ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ was to Saint Dominic Parish in 

the small town of Orland, on the I-5 corridor of the Sacramento Valley 

where he served as assistant pastor to Father Thomas Boland beginning 

on September 15, 1967. He served the Saint Dominic Parish community 

as a parochial vicar for the next five years until January 25, 1972. 

 

                 

                  Father Thomas Boland 
 

 

 

 
                              Photo by John E Boll 

Saint Dominic Parish, Orland 

 

THIRD APPOINTMENT, OUR LADY OF GRACE PARISH 

.ƛǎƘƻǇ !ƭŘŜƴ W .Ŝƭƭ ƴŜȄǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ CŀǘƘŜǊ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ an assistant to 

Our Lady of Grace Parish in West Sacramento. Father Eymard Gallagher, Editor of the Catholic 

Herald, was the pastoǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ CŀǘƘŜǊ aŀǘǘΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ 

Sacramento became effective on January 25, 1972.  

 


