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American ministry offices would be a valuable and
effective way to reach out to Native communities,
and an important way to enhance the outreach pro-
vided by the Subcommittee on Native American
Affairs at the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, the Tekakwitha Conference, and the Black
and Indian Missions Office.

CONCLUSION

The Good News of salvation is not bound
by time or human structures. Christ's Gospel of
love and redemption, addressed to all people,
transcends national boundaries, cultural differences,
and divisions among peoples. It cannot be
considered foreign anywhere on earth; nor can it be
considered identical with any particular culture or
heritage. It is the common blessing of all.

-Statement of U.S. Catholic Bishops on American
Indians, USCC, 1977

Native American cultures and the Good News are
not two competing ideas. They can and do merge,
as can be seen in how God's grace fulfills the lives
of so many Native Americans. With a deeper under-
standing of the Native American Catholic communi-
ties, we, as a Church, are better able to unify both
the faith and the cultures that guide Catholic Native
American ministry into a great gift to Christ and
his Church.
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By the Subcommittee on Native American Affairs

This report was put together by the Subcommittee of Native American Affairs under the
authority of the Chairman of the Committee on Cultural Diversity in the Church, Bishop

Nelson J. Pérez.

Subcommittee on Native
American Affairs

Most Reverend James Wall, Chair
Bishop of Gallup, New Mexico

Most Reverend Liam Cary
Bishop of Baker, Oregon

Most Reverend James Conley
Bishop of Lincoln, Nebraska

Most Reverend Thomas Daly
Bishop of Spokane

Most Reverend John Folda
Bishop of Fargo, North Dakota

Most Reverend Steven Raica
Bishop of Gaylord, Michigan

Most Reverend Chad Zielinski
Bishop of Fairbanks, Alaska

Most Reverend Robert Gruss,
Bishop of Saginaw, Michigan
Consultants

Rev. Henry Sands

Mrs. Shirley Zuni

Mr. Robert Barbry II

Mr. Juanatano Cano

For more information on Catholic Native American ministry, contact Rev. Michael Carson
a 202-541-3427 or mcarson@usccb.org.
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