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Homily given at the Centenary Anniversary of the
Creation of the Diocese of Sacramento

The Centenary Mass marking the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the Diocese of Sacramento
by Pope Leo XIII was celebrated on Wednesday, May 28, 1986, one hundred years to the day of
its beginning. Bishop Francis Quinn, 7th Bishop of Sacramento, celebrated the Mass and
Monsignor Richard Collins Dwyer, born in San Francisco and raised in Sacramento, was the
homilist. He was the founding pastor of Saint John Vianney Parish in Rancho Cordova and Pastor
Emeritus of the same at the time of this celebration. This homily excerpt was published in the
June 9, 1986 edition of the Catholic Herald.

Homily by Monsignor Richard Collins Dwyer
For most of my life growing up in Sacramento, as one
approached the city from the east or west, north or
south, the only skyline the city had were two buildings
standing out against the horizon—the golden dome of
the State Capitol and the lofty spire of the Cathedral of
the Blessed Sacrament—two symbols, I often thought, of
the City of Man and the City of God.
CITY OF MAN AND CITY OF GOD
Certainly, those who planned and designed the beautiful
Capitol intended that it was to be the symbol of the role
of the state in the lives of her citizens—stately, strong,
stolid—engendering a spirit of pride and loyalty. And it
must as well have been the intention of those who built
the cathedral at about the same time, that it be the symbol in the lives of these same citizens of
the place of God and religion in the affairs of men—a place of worship whose spire topped by the
golden cross would raise their minds above the things of earth to the things of heaven.
GIVE ME MEN TO MATCH MY MOUNTAINS
When the first two buildings were built to complete the design of the Capitol, what is now
designated as State Office Building number one and the State Library and Court Building facing it
over the fountain on the façade of each building was carved an inscription that captured the spirit
of these founders of our state. On the building on the north side of the fountain, the wish and
the prayer of Alexander the Great as he sought new worlds to conquer, is inscribed the phrase
“Give me men to match my mountains.”
Save for the chauvinistic and exclusive wording, it might well have expressed the wish of the Holy
Spirit as the Diocese of Sacramento was established to serve the people of God in the far-flung
hills and valleys, deserts and mountains of the more than 50 counties of Northern California and
Nevada, in the newest diocese of the Catholic world. The history of the diocese through its first
100 years is the story of the response to that prayer by the generous, courageous, self-sacrificing
men and women.
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BISHOP MANOGUE, FOUNDING BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF SACRAMENTO
Standing tall, almost mountainous in size (he was 6’3”) among those “men who were to match
the mountains” is the first and founding bishop of the Diocese of Sacramento, Bishop Patrick
Manogue.
Upon his accession to the full responsibility of his office,
he immediately petitioned Rome to include the city of
Sacramento in his territory and to move the seat of
administration to this city.
The wisdom of his move was soon apparent. Within a
few years the soil of the valleys and the timber of the
mountains were producing more wealth in each decade
than was taken from the earth in the form of gold and
silver in the whole period of the gold rush and mining
era.
As a symbol of his plan for the growth and development
of his new diocese, and as something of a measure of
this man, is the lovely cathedral that was already
planned the year the diocese was founded and
completed within two years of that founding date.

Bishop Patrick Manogue

CREATION OF THIS BEAUTIFUL CATHEDRAL
We must stretch our imagination to almost the
breaking point to conceive what this beautiful
and grandiose building must have meant to the
little community of Sacramento when it was
built. Sacramento had a total population of no
more than 15,000 people in 1886—and
certainly no more than 5,000 of these were
members of the Catholic Church. The whole
diocese numbered about 15,000. The cathedral
would seat almost 2,000 with its two balconies
and half block of floor space. Designed in the
Italian style and modeled after Holy Trinity
Church in Paris, it was the largest cathedral
west of the Rockies, if not the Mississippi, and
the largest church in Sacramento for the next
100 years. Such were the terms in which this
giant of a man thought and acted.
Eglise de la Trinité, Paris, France
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The site of the cathedral was equally wise and farseeing. Over-riding the objections of his shortsighted and fearful community, and outwitting even Rome in his plan, he surreptitiously
purchased the ground for the site of his Church on what was considered the outskirts of the city.
It was his plan that it would stand as bold and strong as the Capitol building and be its
counterpart—a witness to the divine in the presence of the affairs of men.
There was a legend that he persuaded one of his poker playing friends to secretly purchase the
land for the site of the proposed church. The discovery of the document in the archives of the
diocese has revealed that it was one of his poker playing friends who bought the property for
him—a Captain Thomas Dwyer who happens to be my grandfather.
If the successors of Bishop Manogue did not match his gargantuan size and his dream of empire,
they fulfilled the prayer of Alexander the Great and certainly the desire of the Holy Spirit in
matching the mountains of growth.
BISHOP THOMAS GRACE SUCCEEDS BISHOP MANOGUE
Bishop Grace’s role in the history of the diocese was to
take the infant Church and bring it to maturity. Intensely
interested in staffing the parishes and institutions of the
diocese, he brought priests and religious men and women
to establish the services of the Church to the communities
that were growing so rapidly. His quarter century of
service saw the Church grow to match the needs of its
increasing population.

Bishop Thomas Grace

PATRICK KEANE, THIRD BISHOP OF SACRAMENTO
Bishop Patrick Keane who succeeded Bishop Thomas
Grace was to serve only six years before he died of cancer,
but he produced much of the administrative structure of
the diocese and directed the start of many new
institutions and services for the people of his far-flung
responsibility.
Bishop Patrick Keane
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BISHOP ROBERT J ARMSTRONG, FOURTH BISHOP OF SACRAMENTO

Bishop Robert J Armstrong served our diocese for
some 27 years. Those with long memories and
appropriate years likened him to Bishop Manogue not
only because of his physical appearance, but because
he too was a man of the people. His wide interests
and zeal resulted in the development of many new
and important institutions and services for the
Church.

Bishop Robert J Armstrong
BISHOP JOSEPH T McGUCKEN, FIFTH BISHOP OF SACRAMENTO

He was succeeded by Bishop Joseph McGucken who
was only with us five years. Among the many things
he did during those five short years was to build St
Pius X Seminary in Galt which was an expression of
his deep interest in vocations to the priesthood.

Bishop Joseph T McGucken
BISHOP ALDEN J BELL, SIXTH BISHOP OF SACRAMENTO
Bishop Alden J Bell was to lead the Church during his 17 years in office through the turbulent
years following Vatican Council II. Many of the concerns of the Church today had their origin
during his reign and his calm yet forceful nature kept us on track and his interest in keeping up
with the times in spite of the difficulties, saw the development of high schools and homes for the
aged to meet the needs of his people.
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It remains for the yet unwritten history of the church in
Northern California to mention all of those men and
women who humbly and determinedly matched the
needs of this phenomenal growth with their zeal and selfsacrifice. The deeply dedicated priests who left their
homes on distant shores to serve a people they had never
seen are worthy of our deepest gratitude for their lives
and accomplishments. The men and women of the
religious orders who have been here from even before
the diocese was established, and who have come through
those years to answer the call of God’s children, are those
who are prayed for in the request for people to match
mountains.

Bishop Alden J Bell
LOOKING BACK WITH AWE AND GRATITUDE
If the year 1886 can be considered a momentous year, and certainly it was—we all remember
that it was that year that the Statue of Liberty was dedicated, that Coca Cola was formulated and
Sears Roebuck first published its multi-purpose catalogue, what can we say of 1986?
As we contemplate the century that is about to unfold, we look back with awe and gratitude at
the accomplishments of those men and women who took the opportunities and the bounty of
this chosen land and built the largest and most prosperous state in the union and established an
efficient, functioning Church that is equipped to meet the needs of a new age. It is said that
technologically, socially and politically the human race has advanced further in the past 50 years
than it did in the previous 5,000 years. By whatever gauge that progress is measured and how
significant to the welfare of human kind it has been, we can be sure the opportunities that face
us today are no less than those of the past.
Were those who inscribed the phrase on the State Library building across from the building
seeking men to match mountains giving us a hint as to where the future might go after the state
and the Church had been built? From an obscure poet, Sir William Watson, they took invitation
“Into the Highlands of the mind, let me go,” for a motto. Appropriate for the façade of a library,
it could also poetically describe the course that the Church seems to be entering in this new
century.
With the foundations laid and the structures in place, is it now to be the destiny of the Church to
center its interest on the highlands of the mind and heart for the generations of the future?
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BISHOP FRANCIS A QUINN, SEVENTH BISHOP OF SACRAMENTO
Our beloved Bishop Francis Quinn has only been with us a
few short years but already the impact of his presence and
the direction of his leadership is very evident.
Although the bishop opening the second century of the
Diocese of Sacramento is not at all as gigantic or
swashbuckling as Bishop Manogue, his leadership is
equally pronounced. Hardly one to manipulate Rome or
even to stand in confrontation to the Archbishop of San
Francisco as his predecessor had done, or to attain his
objectives by the sheer force of his position, his message
is as clear as his goals are real. In his quiet, unobtrusive
way he has become the religious leader for all faiths in our
community.
Bishop Francis A Quinn
The style of Bishop Quinn’s leadership may be a little deceiving—deceiving in the manner of our
Lord’s directive to his Apostles in our Gospel reading for today. Unlike those who aspire to
greatness in worldly affairs, he has made himself the servant of all that he might imitate the Son
of Man who came to serve and not to be served. His daily life is the style of his leadership.
DIRECTION OF BISHOP QUINN’S LEADERSHIP
Sensitive to the needs of all, especially the poor, the homeless and the downtrodden; courageous
in his personal espousal of unpopular causes because they are right; tireless in his efforts to bring
peace to families, communities and the world; fighting for social justice wherever it is
threatened—this is the direction of his leadership. Instead of a Church Triumphant, we can dimly
see the design of a Servant Church as conceived by the documents of Vatican Council II and the
dream of Pope John XXIII.
Under his leadership the prospect of the Church of Sacramento in its second century is as exciting
and inspiring as anything that could have been dreamt a hundred years ago. And the second
century of the diocese has already begun.
Two years ago, after a convocation involving the whole community of the diocese, a Pastoral Plan
was adopted that would marshal and organize all our resources “to reveal”, as the plan states in
its goal, “the Good News of God’s presence in the world and to offer new life to those who receive
His word.” The development of the many departments of service at the administrative center of
the diocese, staffed by skilled and technically trained priests, religious and laity was designed to
give the parishes and their people the help they would need to achieve the goals of the Pastoral
Plan. The vision of reaching out to bringing the services of the Church to every facet of our social,
political and economic lives is to be the inspiration for the whole community in implementing the
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plan. But perhaps the most exciting prospect of the plan and of the future of our Church is the
awareness that there are, until now, untold resources that have hardly been exploited.
INVOLVEMENT OF THE LAITY IN THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH
In our weakness of faith and hesitancy to trust wholeheartedly the role of the Holy Spirit in His
Church, we worry about the declining numbers of our priests and religious and the small number
of what we have traditionally thought of as vocations. Certainly, we must be concerned and pray
for vocations to the priesthood and the religious life, but I also believe that there are more
vocations to the service of God and His Church now than there ever were. The ever-increasing
demands of lay men and women to be more and effectively involved in the mission of the Church
must be the response to the Holy Spirit for the Church that is to be. And we can be grateful this
call is being recognized and planed for the formation of these generous and dedicated ministers
are already on the drawing boards.

Photo from the Diocesan Archives

Bishop Quinn, beloved Bishop of the People
We need only to cite the phenomenal growth of the Permanent Diaconate, the establishing of a
School for Lay Ministry, the more active and significant function of the laity in not only the
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liturgical life of our communities but in the pastoral concerns of our parishes. And, perhaps the
most thrilling of all, the hope of finally tapping the unknown but very real potential of the more
involved and significant role of women in the administration and leadership of the Church.
If the early gold miners were driven by the hope of striking a Mother Lode, and Bishop Manogue
and his successors inspired by the prospect of developing the bounteous gifts our Creator had
provided for this blessed land, how much more can we look forward to what lies ahead in our
second century of making the things of God a significant part of the lives of the people we serve.
CONFIDENCE AS WE BEGIN OUR SECOND CENTURY
As we move on into our second century, into the highlands of the mind and heart of those we
serve we can be confident that our efforts will be blessed as were those of the past. Our prayer
is expressed beautifully in the opening words of our Mass today — “God, our Father, in all the
Churches scattered throughout the world you show forth one, holy, Catholic and apostolic
Church. Through the Gospel and the Eucharist, bring your people together in the Holy Spirit and
guide us in your love. Make us a sign of your love for all people and help us to show forth the
living presence of Christ in the world, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God
forever and ever. Amen.”
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THE BEAUTIFUL AND MAJESTIC MOUNT SHASTA
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Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
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