
Notable quotations from Catholic social teaching on the theme of Government 

and the Role of the State 
 
 
 
 
There are needs and common goods that cannot be satisfied by the market system. It is the task of the state and of 
all society to defend them. An idolatry of the market alone cannot do all that should be done.   

 

The Hundredth Year, 40 
 

 
 
 
It is agreed that in our time the common good is chiefly guaranteed when personal rights and duties are maintained. 
The chief concern of civil authorities must therefore be to ensure that these rights are acknowledged, respected, 
coordinated with other rights, defended and promoted, so that in this way each one may more easily carry out his 
duties. For "to safeguard the inviolable rights of the human person, and to facilitate the fulfillment of his duties, should 
be the chief duty of every public authority."   

 

Peace on Earth, 60 
 

 
 
 
Society as a whole, acting through public and private institutions, has the moral responsibility to enhance human 
dignity and protect human rights. In addition to the clear responsibility of private institutions, government has an 
essential responsibility in this area. This does not mean that government has the primary or exclusive role, but it does 
have a positive moral responsibility in safeguarding human rights and ensuring that the minimum conditions of human 
dignity are met for all. In a democracy, government is a means by which we can act together to protect what is 
important to us and to promote our common values.   

 

Economic Justice for All, 18 
 

 
 
 
If any government does not acknowledge the rights of man or violates them, it not only fails in its duty, but its orders 
completely lack juridical force.   

 

Peace on Earth, 61 
 

 
 
 

Just freedom of action must, of course, be left both to individual citizens and to families, yet only on condition that the 
common good be preserved and wrong to any individual be abolished. The function of the rulers of the State, 
moreover, is to watch over the community and its parts; but in protecting private individuals in their rights, chief 
consideration ought to be given to the weak and the poor.   

 

The Fortieth Year, 25 
 
 
 
 
The complex circumstances of our day make it necessary for public authority to intervene more often in social, 

economic and cultural matters in order to bring about favorable conditions which will give more effective help to 

citizens and groups in their free pursuit of man's total well-being.   

 

The Church in the Modern World, 75 
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The complex circumstances of our day make it necessary for public authority to intervene more often in social, 

economic and cultural matters in order to bring about favorable conditions which will give more effective help to 

citizens and groups in their free pursuit of man's total well-being.  The Church in the Modern World, 75 
 

 
 
 
Furthermore, the state has the duty to prevent people from abusing their private property to the detriment of the 
common good. By its nature private property has a social dimension which is based on the law of the common 
destination of earthly goods. Whenever the social aspect is forgotten, ownership can often become the object of 
greed and a source of serious disorder, and its opponents easily find a pretext for calling the right itself into question.   

 
The Church in the Modern World, 71 

 
 
 
 
The teachings of the Church insist that government has a moral function: protecting human rights and securing basic 

justice for all members of the commonwealth. Society as a whole and in all its diversity is responsible for building up 

the common good. But it is the government's role to guarantee the minimum conditions that make this rich social 

activity possible, namely, human rights and justice. This obligation also falls on individual citizens as they choose 

their representatives and participate in shaping public opinion. 

 
Economic Justice for All, 122 

 

 
 
 
It is clearly laid down that the paramount task assigned to government officials is that of recognizing, respecting, 
reconciling, protecting and promoting the rights and duties of citizens. 

 
Peace on Earth, 77 

 

 
 
 
[The Catholic tradition calls for] a society of free work of enterprise and of participation. Such a society is not directed 
against the market, but demands that the market be appropriately controlled by the forces of society and by the State, 
so as to guarantee that the basic needs of the whole of society are satisfied. 

 
The Hundredth Year, 35 

 

 
 
 
As for the State, its whole raison d'etre is the realization of the common good in the temporal order. It cannot, 
therefore, hold aloof from economic matters. On the contrary, it must do all in its power to promote the production of a 
sufficient supply of material goods, "the use of which is necessary for the practice of virtue."[7] It has also the duty to 
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protect the rights of all its people, and particularly of its weaker members, the workers, women and children. It can 
never be right for the State to shirk its obligation of working actively for the betterment of the condition of the 
workingman. 

 
Mother and Teacher, 20 

 

 
 
 
The government should make similarly effective efforts to see that those who are able to work can find employment in 
keeping with their aptitudes, and that each worker receives a wage in keeping with the laws of justice and equity. It 
should be equally the concern of civil authorities to ensure that workers be allowed their proper responsibility in the 
work undertaken in industrial organization, and to facilitate the establishment of intermediate groups which will make 
social life richer and more effective. 

 
Peace on Earth, 64 

 
 
 
 
The very nature of the common good requires that all members of the state be entitled to share in it, although in 

different ways according to each one's tasks, merits and circumstances. For this reason, every civil authority must 

take pains to promote the common good of all, without preference for any single citizen or civic group. As Our 

Predecessor of immortal memory, Leo XIII, has said: "The civil power must not serve the advantage of any one 

individual, or of some few persons, inasmuch as it was established for the common good of all." 

 
Considerations of justice and equity, however, can at times demand that those involved in civil government give more 

attention to the less fortunate members of the community, since they are less able to defend their rights and to assert 

their legitimate claims. 

 
Peace on Earth, 56 

 

 
 
 
Human society can be neither well-ordered nor prosperous unless it has some people invested with legitimate 
authority to preserve its institutions and to devote themselves as far as is necessary to work and care for the good of 
all. 

 
Peace on Earth, 46 

 

 
 
 
Governments must provide regulations and a system of taxation which encourage firms to preserve the environment, 
employ disadvantaged workers, and create jobs in depressed areas. Managers and stockholders should not be torn 
between their responsibilities to their organizations and their responsibilities toward society as a whole. 

 
Economic Justice for All, 118 

 

 
 
 
Where, on the other hand, the good offices of the State are lacking or deficient, incurable disorder ensues: in 
particular, the unscrupulous exploitation of the weak by the strong. For men of this stamp are always in evidence, 
and, like cockle among the wheat, thrive in every land. 

 
Mother and Teacher, 58 
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Now among the rights of a human person there must be included that by which a man may enter a political 
community where he hopes he can more fittingly provide a future for himself and his dependents. Wherefore, as far 
as the common good rightly understood permits, it is the duty of that State to accept such immigrants and to help to 
integrate them into itself as new members. 

 
Peace on Earth, 106 

 

 
 
 
The economy cannot be run in an institutional, juridical, or political vacuum: the state has its role to play, 
guaranteeing personal freedom, a stable currency, and efficient public services.   

 

The Hundredth Year, 48 
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