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AUBURN MERCYONVENT TENDS TO AGING NUNS

This articlewritten by Anita Creamewasfeaturedin the October 27, 2012 Issue of the
Sacramento Bedt wasedited by theDiocesan Archivist
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Sisters of MercyConvent Auburn

Construction on the real retirement communityMercy Auburn Senior Community, a complex
of 60 affordable senior apartments for the pultibegan a few weeks ago just down the hill from
the cluster of Spanish colonial buildings making up the Sisters ofyMmnvent and retreat
center in Auburn.

But these days, the mother house of the largest order in the Sacramento area is a de facto senio
community, as wellOf the 64 Sisters of Merag the Diocese of Sacramento, 25 have returned
to live out their dgs at the Auburn convent. Their average age is in their early 70s.
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In the late 1950s and early 1960s, its dormitories were bursting with young wdrmenboth

Ireland and California eager to become members of the Sisters of Mé@reyS K I R
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Over time, the Auburn convehias slowly aged its way into becoming a residence for dlaercy
sistersg K2 KI S RS@P20SR GKSANI fA@Sa G2 GKS OKdzNOK
religious orders, mother houses in every corner of the country have become unintentional
retirement homes for nuns.

Demographics drive the trengiprimarily, a decadetong drought of young people interested in

the Leadership Conference for Women igielus, which represents 80 percent of American
orders, while the average age of new sisters making permanent vows is 39.
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there were almost 180,000 Roman Cathdlid & G SN&E Ay (KS 1S
is onethird of that.
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our work is to assure that we leave a legacy that continues. We have a lot of women leading as

lay ministers, and sisters paved the way for th2ih

Aging population of nuns

. L Sister Mary Padilla, who entered the Auburn

conventin 1947, remembers its vast front steps

¥ filled with sisters, both young and old, posing
for a photograph.
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saidSisterPadilla,85, who retired in 2000 from

teaching but continueso volunteerto counsel
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cows would come moo at u#. was a time for

rules and regulations. There were rules for
everything. You were formed in obedience, and

€2dz YSOSNI [jdzSaliA2ySRdE

The reasons that church experts give for the
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amount to a quick outline of a hatlentury of
change in American society and modern
Catholicism. As women began entering the

. workforce in large nuroers in the 1960s and
. 1970s, they took on many of the roles that
many nuns traditionally performed in American
- life: Sisters of Mercy, for example, are called to
. teach, nurse and work with the poor.
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at-home mothers. Women attracted to something of service auBS G KS K2YS RA
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CARA research shows that before 1960, about 23 percent of young Catholic women gave seriou
consideration taareligious vocation, as opposed to 8 percent today. The 1960s swept in calls for
openness across sety ¢ including the reforms of the Second Vatican Council, or Vatican I,
which modernized the church and religious orders.

Photo by John Boll 2016
Sisters Maura Power and Anne Chester share a moment of laughter together
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habits. Sisters moved out of convents, many living in small apartments. They earned advanced
degrees, and they became theologically more progressiveSstart I RA f f On ended RY [J0
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About half of American nuns +evaluated their calling, leaving the convent for secular life. And
numbers began to drop. Some experts suggest that the huge numbenomiken entering
religious orders halivay through the 2t century really amounted to a statistical aberratignL
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that younger, newer nung average age 32 express a desire for a return to tradition, structure
and obedience.
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who was the sole novice arriving from Ireland in 1971 to enter the Auburn con8aetnow lives
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which stretches from Detroit to California.

G2 KSy éd, itSvesioS tNé cusp of not as much structure. People were leaving, So now we
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About 150 sisters from the West Midwest Community, one of five Sisters of Mercy regions in
America, have died since the community was formed in 2@38r Gorman said. The Auburn
mother house has lost twsisters in the past year. One was 76, the other 95.

At the convent, just as at any comfortable retirement residence, separate rooms are set aside for
arts and crafts, computer use and working out on treadmills and stationary bikes. A notice for
charexeOA &S Oflaa Aa dGFO{1SR G2 | KIFtfgle& odff
residents.
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Newest Addition to the Mercy Convent, Auburn with @killed NursingCenter




